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Oil pressing and purification 



 

1. Practical experience with presses and jatropha 

Research institutes, small & medium Enterprises and private parties have gained experience in 

mechanical pressing of Jatropha Curcas seeds over the last years. A short overview of the findings 

from some activities is presented below [1,5,8]: 

1.2. Mali: FACT jatropha projects in Bamako and Garalo, January 2008 

In a progress report Mara Wijnker, M.Sc., FACT Team member reports: Currently for tests a small 

press with capacity of 14 litres/hour is available. This was locally produced by the military workshop 

in Bamako. The press has difficulty with pressing the seeds when they are older (and dryer) and 

because of their hardness. 

 

1.3. Honduras: Gota Verde project update January 2008 

A Taby 40A press was imported from Sweden in October 2007. The press has been tested in the 

CEVER: the press capacity is about 20 kg of dry Jatropha seed per hour. The oil yield obtained was 

relatively low (20%). More investigation is necessary to determine if this is due to the low oil content 

of the seeds or the efficiency of the press. Moreover, the press head did not hold the pressure and 

broke into two parts. The exact reason for this damage is still under investigation.  

1.4. Honduras:Gota Verde project 

Joost Fokkink from Biofuels BV set up local production and use of a cylinder hole type oil press in 

Honduras for the Gota Verde project. The press is based on the Täby and BT designs. The processing 

capacity is 8.5 kg/hr at 23% oil yield. Some adaptations have to be made for jatropha as the first 

prototype was damaged after pressing a small amount of jatropha seeds.  

1.5. Denmark:Dajolka  

Niels AnsØ has on behalf of Dajolka been involved in biofuel activities for many years. Niels did some 

experiments with Jatropha seeds in a BT50 screw press. His main findings were that the press 

operates better when seeds are crushed before they are fed to the press. Furthermore he reported 

large quantities of sediments in the oil that came from the press making further treatment of the oil 

more difficult. 

1.6. Netherlands: Eindhoven University of Technology 

In 2007 Peter Beerens did his MSc thesis on screw pressing of Jatropha Curcas for application in 

developing countries. From practical tests at Eindhoven University of Technology and at Diligent 

Energy Tanzania some significant insights in this process were obtained. Jatropha tests were 

conducted with the following presses:  

 

• BT Bio Press Type 50 (cylinder hole press), with a capacity of 12 kg Jatropha/hr  

• Sayari expeller (strainer press), with a capacity of 70 kg Jatropha/hr 

• KEK Keller P0101 (strainer press), with a capacity of  70 kg Jatropha/hr 

• Reinartz AP08 (strainer press), with a capacity of 300 kg Jatropha/hr 

 

The most important findings of the press tests where: 

• The strainer press has superior characteristics from an operational point of view. The big size 

of the Jatropha seeds and the relatively high amount of hull cause the cylinder-hole press to 



 
yam more frequent. In case of jamming the strainer press is also more easily cleaned than 

the cylinder-hole press. 

• With proper press settings an oil recovery of around 85% can be achieved. This means that 

85 % of the oil present in the seeds is removed, which comes down to 35 liters of raw oil 

from 100 kg. After filtering 25-28 liters of ‘ready to use’ clean oil remains. This number is 

equal for both strainer presses and cylinder-hole presses. 

• All tests revealed a high amount of sediments varying between 20-60%. This sediment 

contains approximately 50% of oil. Either a reduction in the amount of sediment or a filtering 

method suited to such high amounts of solid material would in potential increase the 

amount of clean oil by 10-15 percent points. 

• Best efficiencies were achieved at low revolutions (30-40 RPM for the BT50). Off course this 

means lower throughput in kg/hr. Optimizing the nozzle size leads to an increase in oil 

recovery of around 10% for a cylinder hole press and up to 6% for a strainer press. In 

addition to the press settings seed conditioning will also affect the oil recovery. Oil recovery 

appeared highest for low seed moisture level (2-4%) and whole seeds without de-hulling. 

• No consistent results were found on the effect of moisture level and pressing temperature 

on oil quality.  

• It is expected that oil temperatures above 70°C increase the amount of phosphor in the oil 

and further tests are needed to confirm this. 

1.7. Netherlands: Wageningen University and Research centre, 

Department Food Technology Centre 

The WUR has started a research program for Jatropha pressing at the end of 2007. Their choice to 

use a strainer press from De Smet Rosedowns (MINI 200) supports the suggestion by Peter Beerens 

that a strainer press is preferred for pressing Jatropha Curcas seeds. Currently WUR commenced 

practical testing with the MINI 200 and aims to make an improved Jatropha press design. 

1.8. Germany: Maschinenfabrik Reinartz GmbH & Co. KG 

In June 2006 Maschinenfabrik Reinartz GmbH & Co. KG conducted test runs on Jatropha together 

with Peter Beerens. Results showed an oil recovery of 90% under improved settings. 

1.9. Germany: Egon Keller GMBH & Co KG 

In June 2006 Egon Keller GMBH CO KG conducted test runs on Jatropha together with Peter Beerens. 

Results showed an oil recovery of 80% under normal settings. Tests showing higher oil yield were 

also done, however Keller advised not to use these settings as machine wear would drastically 

increase due to the high pressures and friction. 

1.10. Honduras: FACT pilot project Gota Verde  

In April 2008, a press was constructed locally in Honduras, all based on drawings provided by Joost 

Fokkink (www.biofuels.nl). The design was based on a Taby Type70, cylinder hole press. During the 

first tests the press ran at 50% rated speed, approximately 25Hz. At that speed the press had a 

capacity of 8.5 kg Jatropa per hour. At an efficiency of 22.8% clean oil. Using castor a capacity of 13 

kg/hr was achieved with an efficiency of 28%. 

1.11. Mozambique: FACT pilot project Mozambique with Private farm 

EVRETZ in Chimoio 

Brendon Evans on behalf of EVRETZ, presses cottonseeds with two 6YL-95 presses type Double 

Elephants, made in China. One of them was bought via ATA in Zimbabwe and the other one in South 



 
Africa. The one from Zimbabwe is performing best. His experience with these strainer presses is that 

the oil yield is quite low (no specific number available). Crushing the seeds (e.g. with a hammer mill) 

appeared to improve the oil recovery. After a short time of operation the bearings were worn out 

and Brendon replaced the bearings for SKF ones. He reported in 2008 that the presses perform quite 

well. Maintenance is restricted to replacing the complete worm (which is in parts) within one year. 

He knows about 10 of these presses with various owners in the region, who are also quite satisfied 

about the presses. 



 

Annex 1 overview press manufacturers 


